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Aleksander Edward Kierzkowski (1816-1870) at the Ontario Parliament: 

the 200th Anniversary of His Birth 
 

Canada, the second largest nation, though one of the least densely populated areas in the world, was always 
an attractive country to immigrants originating in Europe, including Poland.  Our countrymen became good 
and in some cases renowned citizens.  In 2013, we celebrated the 200th anniversary of the birth of Kazimierz 
Stanisław Gzowski.  Sir Casimir Stanislaus Gzowski was one of the most distinguished Canadians of Polish her-
itage.  An exhibition about this participant in the November Uprising, an excellent engineer, military man and 
administrator of the Province of Ontario, was shown in the Ontario Parliament in the presence of the Lieu-
tenant Governor of Ontario and his family, Members of Parliament, and representatives of Polonia.   

This year, we mark the 200th anniversary of the birth of Aleksander Edward Kierzkowski, another distin-
guished Pole, who settled in Canada: a soldier, engineer, politician, and the first Member of Parliament of 
Polish heritage in the first Canadian Parliament.   

It is an occasion for presentation of an outline of the life of a Polish immigrant, who fought for a free Poland 
in the November Uprising, against the Russian invaders.  After the defeat of the rebellion, our young patriot 
had to escape persecution by fleeing from Polish territory.  First of all, he found refuge in Paris, where he was 
educated as a construction engineer, and afterwards immigrated to Canada.  He built his hew homeland as 
an engineer and defended her as a soldier in divisions of the Militia against threats to her freedom.  Toward 
the end of his life in 1867 to the time of his death in 1870, he was an elected representative in Canada’s first 
Parliament.        

On June 7 of this year, an exhibition about Aleksander Edward Kierzkowski was shown in the Ontario Parlia-
ment, in Toronto.  The organizers were the Polish-Canadian Business and Professional Association of Windsor 
and the Canadian Polish Congress, Toronto Branch.  Several dozen people took part in the gathering in con-
nection with the presentation of the exhibition and included guests from Windsor as well as a number of rep-
resentatives of the Ontario Legislature.  Natalia Kusendova greeted the participants and invited them to be in 
souvenir photographs, after which there were several short speeches.   

The Consul General of the Republic of Poland, Grzegorz Morawski, presented a summary of the life of our 
distinguished ancestor in the light of the 150th anniversary of Canada, which will take place next year.  MPP 
Peter Milczyn outlined the life and accomplishments of A.E. Kierzkowski against the background of the 
stormy political scene of the XIX Century and his contributions to building the foundations of Canada.  MPP 
Jeff Yurek, referring to the likeness of our great countryman, expressed his amazement about the fact that 
Canada now is home to a million people of Polish heritage.  Representative Yurek also presented an outline 
of the life of A. E. Kierzkowski on the occasion of his anniversary and this can be viewed at https://youtu.be/
D3NOqHjVsyA. MPP Percy Hatfield spoke with a great deal of humour about the origin of the Canadian Con-
federation, the creation of the political parties and the mosaic of cultures.   

The Chair of the World Polonia Council, co-organizer of the exhibition Jan Cytowski, went back deep into his-
tory, when Canada was being formed and Poland had disappeared from maps of the world.  With careful 
attention to good relations with all parts of Canada, we still remember that our roots are in Poland.  He also 
gave information about plans to present the Polish version of the exhibition at several locations in Poland, 
including on June 26, Canada Day, at Konstancin and at the Senate of the Republic of Poland from 1-14 Sep-
tember.  The final speaker was the chief organizer of the exhibition, Jerzy Barycki, who recalled the service of 
A.E. Kierzkowski in the defence and building of the young Confederation of Canada.  He thanked everyone, 
who had contributed to the creation of the exhibition, especially the sponsors.  He added that the exhibition 
will be on display at numerous locations in Canada.   



 

Speakers from left : Jerzy Barycki, Percy Hatfield, Peter Milczyn, Grzegorz Morawski, Jeff Yurek, 
Jan Cytowski , fot. Marek Goldyn 

Taking advantage of the occasion, we add some of the venues, including the Polish Village at the Carrousel 
of Nations (17-19 June) in Windsor, at the Polish Festival in Roncesvalles (16-18 September), at the 70th anni-
versary of the SPK (2 October) and the 75th anniversary of the SIP (22 October) in Toronto and again in Wind-
sor at the XXI Business Dinner (4 November) and once more in Toronto at the Reymont Foundation (27 No-
vember).  Also planned is a presentation of the exhibition at the Canadian Parliament in Ottawa and at the 
end of its journey in Montréal in the Province of Québec, where A.E. Kierzkowski lived and worked.   

Mr. Barycki and Natalia Kusendova thanked all present for their participation and help and invited them to 
remain for the informal part of the gathering.  Sincere thanks go to “Polish Studio TV” for being there and 
filming the event and to the Editor of “Goniec”.   

This was the second non-partisan event after the exhibition about the Pope St. John Paul II during the previ-
ous month, which brought together many provincial representatives of all parties as well as representatives 
of Polonia.  This is a very important experience for participants in the gathering, because it sets the scene for 
contact with representatives of all parties.  As we know, there are supporters of the different parties in Polo-
nia and in this way the horizons of their contacts are broadened along with related interactions, while at the 
same time we are appreciated better by all elected representatives.   

Next year’s celebrations of the 150th anniversary of the Confederation of Canada, in which our ancestor 
played such an important role, will provide another occasion for spreading the word about this important 
historical figure.  Polonia can be proud of the accomplishments of the Polish immigrant Aleksander Edward 
Kierzkowski.  The creators of the exhibition, Jerzy Barycki and Dr. Frank Simpson and Dr. Brian Owens from 
the University of Windsor hope that with the aid of the readers, word of it will reach the descendants of A.E. 
Kierzkowski.  If any individuals are able to assist in this matter, we request that they contact Jerzy Barycki at 
jerrybarycki@gmail.com.   

Jerzy Barycki and Krystyna Sroczyoska 

Translated by Frank Simpson            


